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I n t r od u ct ion  
 

This specificat ion was exam ined for the second t im e this year.  

 

The quest ion paper has 2 parts. Part  1 consists of 4 sect ions and candidates 

are required to answer one quest ion from  each sect ion. Part  2 consists of 6 

sect ions, each asking quest ions from  the perspect ive of a specific religion. 

Candidates are asked to answer two quest ions from  Part  2. 

 

All quest ions included sub-quest ions that  were designed to assess both AO1 

and A02. 

 

Som e candidates displayed excellent , detailed knowledge and 

understanding of specific religious teachings and pract ices and were able to 

look at  other points of view object ively. At  the sam e t im e, there were 

candidates who appeared to have only lim ited knowledge and understanding 

of the specificat ion, and who som et im es wrote a great  deal of general 

knowledge surrounding a topic, without  direct ly addressing the specific 

quest ion. Specifically in relat ion to (d)  quest ions in Part  1 and (c)  quest ions 

in Part  2, som e candidates seem ed unable to consider the topic from  m ore 

than one point  of view. That  m eant  they were only able to achieve up to 

Level 3 (out  of a possible 5)  for these quest ions. 

 

By far the vast  m ajor ity of answers were from  the perspect ive of 

Christ ianity and I slam .  

 

I t  is not  possible to report  on answers to all the quest ions on this year’s 

exam inat ion because not  all of them  were answered, and som e were 

answered by very few candidates. However, this report  will illust rate both 

specific and general st rengths and weaknesses wherever possible. 

 

PART 1 :  Bel ie f s an d  Valu es 
 

Sect ion  A:   Th e u n iv er se, h u m an  b ein g s an d  t h e i r  d est in y  

 

Qu est ion  1  

This quest ion was popular and was generally answered well.  Quest ions (a)  

and (b)  provided som e very good responses from  candidates. There were a 

m inority of candidates who st ruggled with what  parts (c)  and (d)  were 

asking of them . 

 

Qu est ion  1 ( a)    

This quest ion was answered quite well,  there were various ways in which 

the quest ion could be answered. The glossary definit ion gives two parts to 

the definit ion:  a wrong thing and som ething that  displeases God. Accepted 

full m ark answers included ‘breaking a religious law’ as an alternat ive 

wording. 

 

 

 

 



 

Qu est ion  1 ( b )   

Part  (b)  was answered very well.  Candidates generally out lined three ways 

in which hum an beings can show that  they care for the planet . Som e 

candidates focussed on care of animals and/ or hum anity. Care of anim als 

was t ied very specifically to how this showed care of the planet . Candidates 

need to be careful to answer the dem ands of the quest ion, and the specific 

things that  are being asked. 

 

Qu est ion  1 ( c)    

This quest ion som et im es elicited a descript ive response out lining beliefs 

about  life after death. St rong responses to the quest ion were able to t ie 

beliefs to the way people live well.  Be m indful that  when answering part  ( c)  

quest ion candidates should be careful to explain, and show they understand 

the various concepts they are explor ing. 

 

Qu est ion  1 ( d )   

Answers to part  (d)  quest ions follow a form at . High level answers are 

looking for both sides of an argum ent  (usually two reasons on each side) , a 

personal conclusion and reference to a nam ed religion. I n this quest ion 

candidates often did not  to refer to specific religious beliefs, and generally 

relied on philosophical argum ents. 

 

Qu est ion  2 ( a)   

The quest ion was either answered correct ly (by candidates with a thorough 

understanding of the key word)  or incorrect ly, and there was lit t le awarding 

of part ial m arks. Those who answered incorrect ly were unable to show any 

understanding of what  a cyclical view of hum an life is.  

 

Qu est ion  2 ( b )  

Although m any candidates were able to correct ly ident ify teachings about  

hum an responsibilit y for injust ice, there were a variety of different  

approaches in the answers given. Som e candidates apporached it  from  how 

religions m ight  respond faced with injust ice, while others explored how 

religions m ight  view hum anity as responsible for injust ice. Both approaches 

were acceptable.  

 

Qu est ion  2 ( c)    

A quest ion about  hum an responsibilit y for their  act ions, that  was at tem pted 

well by candidates. Candidates were able to use religious and non- religious 

reasons well.  

 

Qu est ion  2 ( d )   

The quest ion needed candidates to evaluate a statem ent  about  whether 

anim als have r ights. Most  candidates responded well,  however a significant  

m inority of candidates focussed on whether anim als sh ou ld  have r ights;  

this was not  the focus of the quest ion. 

 

 



 

Sect ion  B:  Ul t im at e r ea l i t y  an d  t h e m ean in g  o f  l i f e  

 

Qu est ion  3 ( a)   

As a glossary definit ion quest ion this quest ion had a m ixed response. 

Candidates seem ed unclear on ‘religious’ liberat ion. Freedom  was only able 

to gain one m ark, and consequent ly this was often awarded. However, 

candidates who linked this freedom  to rebir th or reincarnat ion were able to 

achieve full m arks. 

 

Qu est ion  3 ( b )   

Most  candidates were able to out line a religion’s teachings about  

euthanasia. This quest ion was generally answered very well.   

 

Qu est ion  3 ( c)   

A significant  m inorit y of candidates did not  at tem pt  this quest ion. The 

phraseology of the quest ion is from  the specificat ion. Those who did answer 

this quest ion generally focussed on describing the m eaning and purpose 

that  religious believers give to life, rather than how the search can lead to 

belief in God. 

 

Qu est ion  3 ( d )   

Responses generally focused around the problem  of evil to give cont rary 

views, and m any different  reasons for the support ing views. 

 

Qu est ion  4 ( a)   

Generally well answered 

 

Qu est ion  4 ( b )   

This quest ion asked candidates to out line beliefs about  ult im ate reality that  

did not  include reference to God. This quest ion was generally not  answered 

well.  Som e responses to this quest ion focussed on Buddhist  views of the 

ult im ate reality,  or atheist ic views, but  this needed tying into ult im ate 

realit y in a m uch m ore com plex way. 

 

Qu est ion  4 ( c)   

This was a well answered quest ion overall,  with m any candidates able to 

offer a range of ways in m oral evil m ay lead people to reject  belief in God. 

Som e used specific exam ples, or discussed the problem  of evil 

philosophically. A sm all m inor it y of candidates m ixed m oral evil up with 

natural evil.  

 

Qu est ion  4 ( d )   

This produced a num ber of well balanced answers and som e very good 

answers that  explored what  it  m eant  to live life to the full.  Again, care 

needs to be taken when answering these quest ions to nam e a religion 

rather than relying on general religious argum ents. 

 

 



 

Sect ion  C:  Rela t ion sh ip s, f am i l ies an d  ch i ld r en  

 

Qu est ion  5 ( a)   

Hom osexuality was well understood overall.  

 

Qu est ion  5 ( b )   

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well and understood what  is 

m eant  by hom osexuality.  

 

Qu est ion  5 ( c)   

While this quest ion elicited som e good responses from  candidates, there 

were som e who explored why fam ily life had changed rather than how. 

Candidates need to be careful when reading the quest ion. 

 

Qu est ion  5 ( d )   

Candidates generally answered this quest ion with regard to religious 

object ions to cont racept ion and whether they are r ight  or wrong. This was 

an acceptable approach and this produced good argum ents, though a lot  of 

answers tended to be one sided. 

 

Qu est ion  6 ( a)   

Most  candidates learnt  the com plete definit ion and were able to score full 

m arks. 

 

Qu est ion  6 ( b )  

Religious teachings about  divorce were generally well and fully understood. 

Within Christ ianity, for exam ple, m any were able to point  out  that  

denom inat ions have differ ing points of view or differ ing em phases. 

 

Qu est ion  6 ( c)  

This quest ion was about  religious responses to childlessness, and m ost  

candidates recognised the need to explore the various religious views about  

solut ions such as I VF and adopt ion. Others explained why a couple m ight  be 

childless according to religion and this was an acceptable alternat ive 

approach. Answers which described the choice not  to have children were not  

credited. 

   

Qu est ion  6 ( d )   

Som e very balanced discussions, and usually a specific religion was nam ed.  

 



 

Sect ion  D:  Rig h t s, eq u al i t y  an d  r esp on sib i l i t i es 

 

Qu est ion  7 ( a)  

Gender bias was generally well understood, though som e candidates gained 

only part ial m arks by giving a definit ion rather than an exam ple. 

 

Qu est ion  7 ( b )  

This quest ion was generally not  answered well.  A significant  m inority did not  

at tem pt  this quest ion, and those who did described an interfaith m arr iage. 

This quest ion is in the ‘Rights, equalit y and responsibilit ies’ sect ion and does 

not  include the problem s of interfaith m arr iage. Candidates should be 

careful to understand specificat ion language. 

 

Qu est ion  7 ( c)   

This quest ion provided som e very good answers with exam ples being taken 

from  m odern day, or using notable figures such as Mart in Luther King or 

Gandhi. Both approaches are valid and helped candidates show a good 

understanding of religious responses. 

 

Qu est ion  7 ( d )   

Som e candidates did not  answer the quest ion, arguing why religious 

freedom  is an  im portant  hum an r ight ,  rather than t h e m ost  im portant . 

Consequent ly a num ber of candidates did not  achieve higher levels in this 

quest ion. 

 

Qu est ion  8 ( a)   

The r ight  to liberty was well understood overall.  

 

Qu est ion  8 ( b )   

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well,  and were able to write 

about  a religion’s responsibilit y for the poor.  

 

Qu est ion  8 ( c)   

A large num ber of candidates answered about  religious rather than non-

religious at t itudes. Thus, they were unable to gain any m arks for this 

quest ion. This highlights again the need to read the quest ion carefully.  

 

Qu est ion  8 ( d )  

Candidates generally answered this quest ion well,  but  a large num ber 

st ruggled to recognise the alternat ive viewpoint . I t  is im portant  that  

candidates recognise that  no m at ter how st rongly they feel about  an issue, 

there is always an alternat ive viewpoint . 

 



 

PART 2 :  Th e Rel ig iou s Com m u n i t y  
 

Not  all quest ions of this part  of the paper were answered. I ndeed, by far the 

vast  m ajor ity of answers related either to Christ ianity or to I slam . I t  will 

therefore be m ore useful to offer som e general observat ions on how the 

quest ions were approached, and illust rate them  with reference to som e 

specific quest ions. 

 

( a)  Qu est ion s 

 

These quest ions asked for knowledge about  certain aspects of the beliefs 

and pract ices of religious com m unit ies. With ten m arks available the 

answers needed to be fair ly detailed and com prehensive. I n fact , som e 

answers were very full and gained high m arks. Som e showed an excellent  

com m and of the detail of events and teachings. However som e of the 

responses were far too short  and/ or general to gain m ore than half of the 

m arks. There were also exam ples of quest ions not  being read thoroughly.  

 

For exam ple:  

 

Qu est ion  1 2 ( a)  

This quest ion asked for an out line of Jesus’ teaching on discipleship. 

However, candidates tended to focus on the dem ands of discipleship, rather 

than linking them  to Jesus’ teachings. Such answers received som e 

credited, but  did not  go beyond level three. 

 

Qu est ion  1 4 ( a)   

This quest ion asked for a descript ion of two of the act ivit ies that  Christ ian 

pilgr im s engage in when visit ing Jerusalem . There were som e very good 

answers to this quest ion, but  a significant  m inority responded with act ivit ies 

in Bethlehem . I t  is im portant  to note that  because Bethlehem  is m ent ioned 

on the specificat ion as a separate place of pilgr im age such answers could 

not  be credited. 

 

Qu est ion  1 5 ( a)  

This quest ion asked for an out line of teachings about  other religions. 

Candidates were able to write well about  the teachings of Sri Ram akrishna 

or Gandhi, but  did not  relate them  to other religions.  

 

Qu est ion  1 7 ( a)  

This quest ion asked three form s of devot ion in the Hindu hom e. Those who 

m ent ioned m ore than three act ivit ies could only be rewarded for the three 

they out lined m ost  effect ively. By m ent ioning m ore, they often diluted the 

detail of their  answer. 

 

Qu est ion  1 8 ( a)  

This quest ion asked about  the role of the I m am  in Shi’ah I slam . The vast  

m ajor ity of answers focussed on the im am  in Sunni I slam . As such they 

could be awarded no m arks. 

 

 



 

( b )  Qu est ion s 

These quest ions asked for an explanat ion of specific religious teachings or 

act ivit ies. Again it  should be noted that  each quest ion is worth ten m arks, 

and they need to be slight ly fuller than answers to (c)  quest ions in Part  1. 

Many candidates displayed a good understanding of beliefs and pract ices, 

som et im es  at  a very sophist icated level indeed.  There were, however, 

som e recurr ing weaknesses that  m ight  usefully be illust rated. 

 

For exam ple:  

 

Qu est ion  1 2 ( b )   

This quest ion asked why the bapt ism  of Jesus was im portant  for Christ ians 

today. There were m any good answers, but  there were a large num ber of 

responses which focussed on why bapt ism  was im portant  for Christ ians 

today without  m ent ioning the bapt ism  of Jesus, and thus did not  answer the 

quest ion. There were also errors which could not  be credited such as ‘Jesus 

was bapt ised to have his or iginal sin forgiven’;  while this m ay be t rue for 

som e Christ ians with regard to bapt ism , it  is not  in relat ion to Jesus. 

 

Qu est ion  1 4 ( b )  

This quest ion asked for the features of place of worship of a nam ed 

Christ ian denom inat ion. Candidates som et im es did not  nam e the 

denom inat ion (even when they nam ed the Church)  and so were lim ited to 

level 1. This illust rates the need to read the quest ion carefully.  

 

Qu est ion  1 8 ( b )   

This quest ion asks about  the im portance of the ulem a. A large num ber of 

candidates answering this quest ion did not  know what  the ulem a are. 

 

( c)  Qu est ion s 

 

These are very sim ilar to (d)  quest ions in Part  1 and in fact  carry the sam e 

num ber of m arks. They ask for a balanced answer, with reasons for two 

points of view and a clear indicat ion of why the candidate favours one or the 

other. Many candidates could do this effect ively, though quite a large 

num ber only gave reasons for one point  of view. This was far m ore 

prevalent  in Part  2 than in Part  1. 

 



 

Pap er  Su m m ar y  
 

Teachers and candidates should note these general points. 

 

Candidates should be encouraged to be note that  quest ions can be asked 

from  a religious or a non- religious perspect ive, or both. 

 

Candidates should look out  for quest ions that  ask about  ‘different ’ points of 

view or reasons. Such quest ions require at  least  two perspect ives.  

 

Candidates need to read the quest ions carefully to avoid lim it ing the 

num ber of m arks available to them . I n this paper exam ples included 

reading ‘religious’ instead of ‘non- religious’, ‘why’ rather than ‘how’, and 

‘nam ing a Christ ian denom inat ion’. 

 

When asked to discuss an argum ent  or proposit ion ( in (d)  quest ions in Part  

1 and (c)  quest ions in Part  2)  candidates m ust  give reasons for and against . 

Not  to do so m eans the response will be m arked out  of 3 ( rather than 5 

m arks) . Candidates also need to indicate which point  of view they support  

and why. I n addit ion, they need to indicate a nam ed religion in part  1 or be 

lim ited to level 3 of the m ark schem e. 

 

The quest ion paper can ask quest ions based on any part  of the m aterial in a 

given sect ion. Candidates should be encouraged to prepare for all of the 

m aterial, rather than elem ents of a sect ion. I ndividual quest ions in Part  1 

and Part  2 can draw from  any part  of the sub sect ion being exam ined. For 

exam ple a quest ion (a, b and c)  in Part  2 could include m aterial from  any of 

the sub-sect ions:  Founders and leaders;  Rules for liv ing;  Worship and 

celebrat ion;  and Places of worship and pilgr im age. 

 

Candidates should allocate sufficient  t im e for Part  2. I t  is worth alm ost  40%  

of the total m arks. Also, both the (a)  and (b)  quest ions carry 10 m arks each 

and should usually be answered at  som e length. 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link: ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx
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